




















The present study reported the development and evaluation of a listening comprehension test for learners 
of Japanese as a foreign language. The ability of listening comprehension was subdivided into three 
abilities; namely, assembly comprehension ability, interference ability, and restructuring ability. The test 
was divided into three subtests with each subtest corresponding to one of the three abilities. A total of 20 
listening comprehension questions were administered to 249 native Chinese speakers and 41 native 
Korean speakers all of whom were learning Japanese. The mean score of 290 participants of the 20 
questions (maximum possible score: 20 points) was 10.99 with a standard deviation of 3.96. Scores 
ranged from 3 to 20 points across all participants. Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient was 0.76, 
indicating a relatively high reliability. Among the three abilities, the subtest for interference ability was 
the most difficult for both Chinese and Korean speakers. Using the Item Response Theory, each of the 
20 test items were further evaluated using the three criteria of item difficulty (DIFF), item discrimination 
power index (DISC), and actual equivalent number of options (AENO). This data shows that the current 
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     
1 	  
 0.735* 0.756* 0.269* 0.550 2.369 2.254
2 	   0.434 0.780* 0.565 0.339 3.579 2.136
3 	   0.418 0.829* 0.372 0.344 3.477 1.809*
4 	   0.482 0.512 0.390 0.416 3.468 3.254
5 	   ! 0.795* 0.902* 0.359 0.587 2.076 1.524*
6 	  "#$% 0.719* 0.829* 0.413 0.538 2.376 1.749*
7 	  &'()* 0.787* 0.902* 0.335 0.511 2.060 1.454*
8 	  +,-./0 0.627 0.854* 0.428 0.302 2.624 1.664*
9 	  1234 0.213 0.415 0.318 0.548 3.887 3.550
10 	  567 0.622 0.780* 0.387 0.638 2.817 1.901*
11 89:;  <=>? 0.369 0.610 0.339 0.426 3.536 2.568
12 89:;  @ABC 0.522 0.659 0.427 0.439 3.162 2.577
13 89:;  DEFB 0.217 0.366 0.461 0.537 3.923 3.800
14 89:;  GH#0I 0.418 0.659 0.577 0.723 3.571 2.563
15 89:;  (JKLMN 0.450 0.585 0.217* 0.502 3.517 2.534
16 OPQR:;  STUVW 0.635 0.854* 0.553 0.588 2.742 1.758*
17 OPQR:;  XYZ[ 0.418 0.537 0.270* 0.631 3.470 2.769
18 OPQR:;  %\]^ 0.711* 0.756* 0.468 0.445 2.420 2.194
19 OPQR:;  _`abc 0.341 0.756* 0.383 0.471 3.321 2.194
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